TN7 - “Addressing Objections to the Christian Faith”
Apologia: Reason to Hope
Total Devotion ’10 – ‘11

I. Man’s Condition and the Way of Salvation

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Rom. 3:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Rom. 6:23

A. What We Believe

Eternal salvation can only be secured through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone.   Those who surrender their lives to Christ receive the gift of eternal life, while those who do not are judged on their own merit, are found guilty, and receive the consequences of their sin – eternity in hell.

B. Questions/Objections Raised

1. Would a truly loving God send people to hell?
2. What about the person who has never heard of Jesus Christ?
3. Well, I didn't have a choice.  I sinned because Adam sinned.  It's not my fault.

C. Small Group Questions

Consider the issue of the fairness of God in answering the question of the eternal destiny of the innocent native in Africa who never hears of Christ.

1. What is the assumption behind this question?

a. God is a God of love
b. God is not sovereign
c. There are innocent people
d. There are people (i.e. Africans) who have never heard the Gospel

2.  A person can be justly condemned even though he never had the opportunity to he never had the opportunity to hear of Christ because …

3. Why do you think the question, "What about the person who has never heard?" is asked so frequently?

4. The truth of God is evident to every man by:

a.  Vision
b. Careful deduction of “hidden clues” found in creation
c. God personally making Himself known
d. The sense of dependency all men have

D. Response

1.  What about the “innocent native” in Africa who never hears of Christ? (btw, Africans are not as unexposed as we often think.  Jenny just came back from Africa and saw lots of stores’ names like “The Lord is Salvation Hair Salon,” “Jesus is Lord Market,” etc.)

a.  Nothing happens to him!  He goes straight to heaven, passes Go and goes straight to the Kingdom.  The “innocent” native does not need to hear of Christ.
b. Jesus came to seek and save … the LOST  those who are well have no need for a physician  and likewise, those who are innocent have no need for a redeemer
c. One thing we can be assured of with the character of God is that God will never punish the innocent  so, innocent people don't have a thing to worry about.
d. But, who is innocent?  There are no innocent people anywhere!

i.  All members of the human race everywhere, even in Africa, have sinned.
ii. They have broken the law of God written on their hearts (Rom. 2:15-16)
iii. All societies everywhere display knowledge of the moral law.

2. The broken law is not rejection of Jesus Christ.

a. God would be unjust to punish people for rejecting Christ when they have never heard of Him.
b. The NT claims that everyone has sinned  that invokes a standard  

i. in legal terms, someone is guilty when someone has transgressed some sort of standard or the law
ii. When we're talking of guilt or innocence, there must be a standard, a reference point or a law of some sort
iii. Where there's no law, there's no transgression  no transgression, no guilt

3. So here's the question  there are these people in the remote parts of the earth who have never been exposed to religion - Judaism, Islam, Christianity  

a. never been exposed to the OT or NT, or to Christ  they weren't brought up in religious homes where they were taught the Bible or were brought to church since they were born
b. nor been brought up in Jewish traditions growing up with all their religious holidays
c. And since there is no religious or spiritual law as such, there is no transgression, and if there is no transgression  there is no guilt
d. Thus, God must judge them to be innocent, right?

4. Man’s guilt consists of rejection of God’s manifest revelation of Himself (Rom. 1:18-21)

a. The wrath of god is revealed from heaven against this unrighteousness of men.
b. Everyone suppresses the truth about God.
c. The sin of all mankind is not that they have rejected Christ but that they have rejected the Father.

5. In addressing the objection that we didn't have a choice; we sin because Adam sinned  it doesn't negate the fact that we sin

a. I can't argue that I lie because that's how I was brought up  my family lies, so I lie
b. That may be true, but it doesn't mean my lie isn't a violation of moral law  it's still not right
c. We have to work with it  but there are still consequences
d. What if I have a cheating gene  well, I must overcome the cheating gene - just like the "homosexual gene"


II. Why Jesus Christ Alone is the Way of Salvation

“But God demonstrates His own love towards us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Rom. 5:8

"… if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation." Rom. 10:9-10






A.  What We Believe

Out of love, God sent Jesus Christ, His only begotten Son, into the world as a human in order to rescue sinners from His impending wrath for their sins.  Jesus Christ was the perfect sacrifice for the sins of His believers.  Through His death on the cross, the penalty for His people's sins was paid for finally and completely.



B. Questions/Objections

1. Why is an atonement necessary?
2. Isn't it arrogant of Christians to believe that Jesus is the only way to God?  Isn't it narrow-minded and bigoted to think we have the corner on truth?
3. Why would God restrict salvation in such a narrow-minded and exclusive way?
4. What about other religions?  Muslims, Mormons, Jews, etc. believe in God too, don't they?  

C. Small Group Questions

1. Why isn't faith in a god sufficient for salvation, as opposed to faith in the Christian God?

2. The New Testament supports which of the following:

a. The essence of all the world's religions is that God is love.
b. Christ is superior over all other methods, means, and "messiahs." 
c. Christ is only one of those "begotten of" of the Father.
d. God gives you the right to be wrong about Christ, but not about Him.

3. Why is worship of God alone insufficient to please Him?  Why must acceptable worship be linked with perfect obedience or atonement by God's own prescribed means?  Why can't men and cultures determine the nature of the sacrifice offered?

4. Why would Jesus' atonement be satisfactory?  Why is it appropriate for one to pay for another's sin?  Why is that fair?  Why couldn't God just forgive us for our sins?

5. What makes Jesus Christ absolutely unique?

6. 

D. Response

1. The answer has nothing to do with whether we're arrogant or bigoted or not; it has to do with whether it is true, objectively true.  

a. Not whether we would like this way, or more ways  it's an objective question 
b. if Jesus really is the only way - objectively! - then it is really arrogant of us to say there are other ways, isn't it?
c. The disciples believed He was the only way - not arrogantly - but that was their belief, which is why they were willing to die for Jesus  because they believed it was true
d. So, this is the question of truth, not of arrogance and personality  and yet, there are lots of questions that can be raised  
e. but at the end of the day, this is an eternal question and you can't just go with your fancy and appease men when eternal destinies are at stake, can you? 
f. sure everyone likes us because we're very tolerant and understanding, but if it never gets us to the point of an actual, concrete, effectual salvation, what good is it?  

i. imagine a boat that is sinking in the middle of the ocean in a violent storm and you are in charge of rescuing them  
ii. and you say, this is the only way … but everyone else is clamoring and saying they have a way or why not this way or that way, or "your way is too hard or inconvenient or unpleasant," or "I don't like that way, and I don't like you - you're arrogant"  
iii. if he acts all nice and tries to please everyone, and says, "Yeah, that's a good idea, Joe" and "that was really creative and nice, Fred" and in the meanwhile, they don't get saved, in the end, it was to their doom  
iv. sure, they liked you or thought you were polite, but in the end, it was to their doom

2. Christians may be accused of being arrogant for saying that Jesus is the only way, and that there's only one way, as if we have some corner on truth  

a. I would respond and ask whether it is reasonable that Jesus is one way  

i. most people would respond in the affirmative and say, "Yes, Jesus may be one way … but He can't be the only way," as if it was in their authority to so confidently know that  
ii. well, it isn't my invention that Jesus is the only way 
iii. it's just that in studying this one way - Jesus - He Himself is the one who says He is the only way - the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and nobody comes to the Father but through Him  
iv. that's His idea, not mine  and if He's one way, this one way says He's the only way

3. The other aspect that arises is about the uniqueness of Jesus  

a. crucifixion? Thousands have been crucified  
b. miracles?  Others have done them, though it's a rare thing 
c.  resurrection from the dead?  rare, indeed, but there have been instances of people being raised from the dead, both in the OT and NT  
d. what makes Jesus uniquely and unequivocally is His sinlessness  
e. as Ravi says, "His is the only life where His words were met by His deeds."  
f. there is no one other person in history who was sinless

4. Why would God restrict salvation in such a narrow-minded and exclusive way?  why can't He be big-minded and big-hearted to receive the worship of Buddhists, Muslims, and others who are worshipping  why can't He be understanding of that and more tolerant of other faiths?  Why isn't worship alone sufficient?  

a. It's a question of truth  it's not a matter of how you feel about it; it's a question of truth  
b. and is there good, hard evidence that God accepts Jesus' sacrifice or not and is satisfied with His life  
c. and is there good, hard evidence to suggest that God accepts multiple ways to Him to appease His justice.

d. Christ's call is to follow Him and die to ourselves in total devotion to loving Him 
e.  if you are a Christian today, that's what you've been called to do; in fact, if you are a Christian, that's what you ARE doing or are working towards 
f. would you do something like that without first checking it out to verify if this is true?  
g. Also, if Jesus is the truth and He tells the truth - what He says IS the truth, we're bound to live by that truth, so help us God.

5. Equal toleration under the law doesn't mean equal truths  we have no established religion in America  you are legally free to practice any religion you like 

a. it doesn't mean every religion is equally true  
b. we have the legal right to be theologically wrong … but not true in the courts of God, where we are never permitted to be wrong about Him.


6. Why can't we just worship Him the way we want, and offer Him what we want, the way we want, and in the measure we want - from our free will?  

a. the answer is that we're still on top in that scenario  it ends with us as WE make the final decision  and THAT isn't really worship  
b. true worship is so adoring, giving and turning ourselves over to something  and letting that take over us 
c. this would be worshipping ourselves as we would be deciding the amount WE want to give, how WE want to do it, what WE'RE willing to sacrifice  
d. and that puts US at the end and doesn't give us an obligation or a duty to someone higher than us and thus keeps us at the highest point  
e. which is objectively incorrect because God Himself is objectively the highest point and the one that has the final say  
f. this is idolatry and violates the very first commandment, "You shall have no other gods before Me" - namely, us!

7. isn't God self-centered to want us to glorify Him?


8. We should be thankful that He provided any way, not that he didn't give us 3 ways - Mami



9. In addressing, "Why one way?  Why not other ways?" we can respond by saying, "OK, what other way?  The burden is not on us to come up with all the other ways to satisfy God's holiness and justice  say, "OK, go ahead and propose some other ways," then take them to their logical conclusions  it's easy to question, harder to answer

10. What about other religions?  Muslims, Mormons, Jews, etc. believe in God too, don't they?  Yes, but believing in God isn't salvation  demons believe in God and in Christ  the issue is putting our trust in them

a. OK, but what about your sin and your violation - not only of God's law, but God's person you've committed cosmic treason  
b. how do these religions deal with that?  External rituals?  What does that do to clean the heart  
c. we must understand that the heart is really the issue  it isn't the individual deeds that's the issue as much as it is the sin of the heart, of personal hatred towards God  every action comes from that core root  that's where every other religion falls short - how do they deal with that?

11. Sincerity  well, as long as you're sincere in what you believe  besides, how sincere is anyone really?
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